Craigslist Sample Posts & Responses
The following are sample postings (They’re all real, I copied them straight from craiglist; the first 3 I found) and my sample responses.
In the responses I assumed that I was a videographer named TJ with an out-of-date, SD video camera and very little as far as accessories (lightning, mics, tripod).  That’s actually exactly who I was when I started booking jobs on craiglist.

I also assumed that I have NO samples and NO website.  The responses are designed to make the posters feel confident and secure going with me.  You’ll notice I respond as if I already have the job, and present myself as someone they can know, like, and trust.  I show them that I’m here to help, and pretty much just spit back everything from their post.

Pair these samples with the layout to get an idea of how to respond, and then start responding.  

Don’t feel like you have to copy me word-for-word… (in fact, I suggest you don’t… it’s always better to keep it in your own words)  

This is a structure that has been proven to work over and over again.  It worked for me, and it will work for you.

Enjoy =)

Seeking Videographer for Events (West L.A & Central L.A. area)

We are Events Coordinators of Weddings, Quinceaneras, Sweet 16th's, Bar Mitzvahs, Birthday's etc. We are currently seeking Videographer experienced with the event types mentioned. Services of Videographer are requested often, so we are looking for dedicated artist of Video. Must stress dedicated artist, because a tripod can simply hold a camera. Although, we are seeking personal with insight for shooting and great post editing. We cater towards clients in the middle budget range. So if you can provide great Video Coverage (general & creativity angles, different POV, guest interviews, decor details, etc ) and Great Editing (examples Menus, opening titles, event montages w/music, chapters beginnings, Etc); then we can use you. We are seeking professional in the $50 to $80 per hour range to include editing with final product. This not for everyone body especially if you have a high operating cost beyond this budget. For consideration please send details of services within per hour range, camera type, accessories of equip, etc. We perfer Hard-disk Demo/Promotional Copy of your work. Which we can share directly with clients seeking your services. / No Walk-Ins/ No Phone Calls please Dev Production

Response:

Subject Line: Event Videographer in LA

Hi, my name is TJ, and I’m an event videographer in the LA area.  I have a passion for capturing special moments in the lives of my clients.  I saw your craigslist posting and I can’t wait to hear more about your project.

I love working with event coordinators, and event videography has always come naturally to me.  I consider myself a video “artist” and only use tripods when necessary.  I love getting those amazing angles that produce beautiful finished products.  I’m also an editor, and I enjoy creating not only videos, but lasting memories from the use of menus, titles, and montages, edited together with music.

I shoot on a Panasonic DVX200B, and I have the accessories necessary to capture beautiful picture and sound from any event.  Upon finishing each final DVD, I would love to create extra copies that you could then give to your clients who might also be interested in a similar product.

Before we set a date in stone, give me a little more information on this project and your company…

What are your biggest concerns for the final product?

What reaction would you want your clients to have to the finished product?

How would you like me to get you the DVDs once they’re finished?

This information will help ensure I get you the product you want, and that your clients will love it.  It’ll also help the shoot go as smoothly as possible.  This way, you can focus on coordinating the event, and feel comfortable knowing that I know what I’m doing and the finished product will come out great.

I charge $75 an hour, so I’m right in your budget.

Once you send me that information I can block out that time slot on my schedule, so that no one else takes it before you.

I look forward to working with you,

TJ Robertson

PS: Feel free to call me, even if it’s just to ask some questions. I’d love to help in any way I can (123) 555-1234

Videographer needed for outdoor event (Forney, TX)

Videographers needed for the following time slots to capture “the craziest frickin’ day!” 
Saturday, May 1
• 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 
• 2:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Videographer will need to bring their own equipment. Raw footage will be needed and may be submitted in one of two ways: 
• Raw footage, in the form of Mini DV tapes. All footage should be recorded in 4:3 format. 
• Raw footage, converted to an AVI digital file. All footage should be recorded in 4:3 format. 

Warrior Dash is the ultimate event for thrill-seeking athletes. This running series is held on some of the nation's most demanding and unique terrain. Participants will conquer extreme obstacles and celebrate their feat with music, beer, warrior helmets and muddy shorts. www.warriordash.com 

We estimate a crowd of over 20,000, and are in search of a “warrior of a videographer” to capture the event. 

Response:

Subject Line: Outdoor “Warrior” Event Videographer

Hi, my name is TJ, and I’m an event videographer in the Dallas area.  I love working outdoors, and this “craziest fricken’ day” sounds like it’s “right up my alley” I saw your post on craigslist, and I can’t wait to hear more about the shoot.

I love working with fun people, and fast-paced, exciting shoots have always come naturally to me.  I have all my own equipment.  I have the capacity to get you the footage in either DV tape or AVI format, and I can’t wait to see what this “warrior dash” looks like.

Before we set the date in stone, give me a little more information on the project…

What kind of feel do you want the finished project to have?

What reaction would you want the crowd to have to the video?

Do you plan on posting the final project to your website?

This information will ensure that you get all the footage you need, and that your members will love it.  It’ll also help the shoot go as smoothly as possible, and allow you to focus on the event without worrying if the footage is going to turn out.  I’m a professional, and I plan to make sure you get exactly what you need.

Go ahead and send me the information for the shoot, and once you do I’m going to block out that time slot on my schedule, so that no one else takes it before you.

I look forward to working with you guys,

TJ Robertson

PS: Feel free to call me, even if it’s just to ask some questions.  I’d love to help in any way I can =) 

(123) 555-1234

need videographer for web vids (Las Vegas)

An internet based sports broadcasting company is looking for a n experienced videographer the 12th, 13th, 16th and 18th. They are 5 hour days. You will be using our camera and lights and you laptop with Final Cut Pro to edit. Work load is about four 2-3 min vids each day. Please reply with quote either hourly or a half day rate for the the 4 days, as well as resume and link to reel if possible.

To be considered please respond to emma@redfrogevents.com with level of experience, name, phone number and samples of work (if applicable)

Response:

Subject Line: Web Videographer (TJ Robertson)

Hi, my name is TJ, and I’m a web videographer with a passion for sports.  I saw your posting on craigslist, and I can’t wait to hear more about your project.

I love working with online companies, and sports shoots have always come naturally to me.  I have plenty of experience with lights and cameras, and I edit on Final Cut.  I have experience with sports, and would love to help you guys out.

Before we set the date in stone, give me a little more information on the project…

What kind of feel would you like the final videos to have?

Which sports will we be focusing on primarily?

Who is your target audience?

This information will help me in planning for the shoot, and will allow you to do your thing and let me focus on the video.

I charge $45 per hour, so you don’t have to worry about going broke from a single video shoot.

Go ahead and send me the information about the shoot, and once you do I’ll block out that time slot on my schedule.  That way no one else takes it before you.

I look forward to working with you,

TJ Robertson

PS:  Feel free to call me, even if it’s just to ask some questions.  I’d love to help you in any way I can (123) 555-1234

